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highly honored in accompanying their Chief by
means of a violent death. For the great Chief who
died some months previously, There were but 7.
His wife, who was more cautious than the others,
would not Follow him; and began to weep when they
wished to make her accompany her Husband. When
Monsieur de Montigni, who has left this country to
go to Siam, was informed of their custom, he made
them promise to put no more people to death. They
gave him, as a pledge of their word, a little slave
girl, whom they had resolved to kill, had he not for-
bidden it. But, in order to keep their cursed custom
without his noticing it, the woman Chief, whom
they call Owachil Tamail, ‘‘ the Sun woman” (who
is always the sister and not the wife of the great
Chief), persuaded him to withdraw to a distant Village
so that his head might not be broken by the noise
that would be made at a Ceremony whereat all the
people would be present. Monsieur de Montigni,
who suspected nothing, Believed her and withdrew;
but, in his absence, They put to death those whom
they considered necessary to act as Cooks for the
Chief, and to Serve him in The other world. How-
ever, the Old men alone enter the temple to yell, as
I have seen them do after kindling the fire. All the
men who pass in front of the temple lay down their
Burdens, stretch their arms toward the temple, and
utter loud yells; and, if they have little Children,
They hold them in their arms and, turning toward
the temple They make them touch the earth 3 times
with their foreheads. They utter the same yells
when they pass before the Chief or the woman Chief,
or speak to them, or offer them food, drink, or
tobacco. This woman Chief is very intelligent, and



